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shall get the battle we wanted; how can a battle coming thus
unexpectedly fail to please a warrior?
As a drowning man clutches at a straw, the Government catches
hold of whatever comes to hand and sinks the deeper. Are we
ready ?
If the residents of the three cities are ready, the Government is
bound to beat a retreat. It will certainly be ridiculous of the
Government to get someone to file a suit. The second step is to
supersede the municipalities. It is a step which should be welcom-
ed. So long as the municipalities are not superseded, power will
remain in the hands of the councillors themselves. When they
are superseded, power will certainly not pass into the Government's
hands but it will be in the hands of the people. This is the
meaning of civic power. The power which the councillors have
has been given to them by the citizens, not by the Government.
As long as the citizens had not awakened, they counted for
little with the officials and the councillors. They could make the
former dance as they pleased. Now times have changed. The
citizens have ceased to be puppets, they have become, or should
become, actors in a drama. The Government, therefore, will not
have a picnic after suspending the municipalities.
Do the citizens have this degree of awakening among them?
Are the councillors really and in truth the voice of the citizens?
This will be known now. The councillors should explain the
Government note fully to the citizens and make them understand
their duty. Only three things are to be pointed out :
1.    If the Government starts its own schools, we should not
send our children to them.
2.    If the Government, having suspended the municipalities,
wishes to take civil administration into its own hands, the   citizens
should not pay rates.    Let the Government get money from outside
and clean the latrines.
3.    If the Government takes over control, we should take the
civic administration in our hands.
Ours is a fight with truth as a weapon, so that neither will
the Government succeed if it resorts to fraud nor we if we are
guilty of hypocrisy. If the citizens have really acquired consciousness,
no one can deprive them of it. If they have not, the councillors
cannot create it. If, therefore, we explain to the people every
step of the Government and consult them in our march forward,
we shall discover, and also show to the Government, that it has
no strength at all. The Government's strength lies in our weakness.
Jf we acquire strength, we ourselves shall be the government; and